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PIANO CONCERTO IN F MAJOR

George Gershwin was to American music what Charles Lindbergh and Babe Ruth were to American 
aviation and baseball.  In 1924, his legendary jazz-inspired Rhapsody in Blue shattered the sound barrier 
that had long existed between popular and classical music.  By the time he was 27 years old, the prolific 
young composer found himself on the cover of Time Magazine.

Gershwin, was born in Brooklyn in 1898, to Morris and Rose Gershovitz, recent immigrants from 
Russia.  As a child, George was a troublemaker and a high-spirited kid who might easily have become a 
gangster had it not been for his discovery at the age of eleven of the piano.  In a 1924 interview, he said, 
“Studying the piano made a good boy out of a bad one.  It took the piano to tame me down.  I was a 
changed person after I took it up.”

Hooked on music, George quit school at fifteen to go to work for $15.00 a week at Remick’s, a music 
publishing house in Tin Pan Alley.  George’s job was to peddle sheet music.  One day a journalist heard 
all the pianos playing popular tunes at the same time and said, “It sounds like somebody pounding tin 
pans.” 

Gershwin composed his Concerto in F Major one year after his success with Rhapsody in Blue.  It 
represents his attempt to delve deeper into the classical idiom, this time with a concerto, but at its core 
it is pure jazz-inspired Gershwin.  The eight-measure introduction evokes the Charleston, the popular 
dance rage of the Roaring Twenties.  He described the first movement as “quick and pulsating, reflecting 
the young, enthusiastic spirit of American life.”  The second movement, he said, “has a poetic nocturnal 
atmosphere which has come to be referred to as the American blues;” and the final movement in his 
words “reverts to the style of the first.  It is an orgy of rhythm, starting violently and keeping the same 
pace throughout.”  Overall, the concerto packs an acoustical punch, erupting with joie de vivre, romantic 
melodies, and poignant songs.  So loosen your tie, let down your hair, and let George do the rest.


