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TRAIN DEPOT CELEBRATION TO HIGHLIGHT 60 YEARS OF BOISE PHILHARMONIC, FEATURING 
MUSIC DIRECTOR, MUSICIANS 

August 13, 2019, BOISE, ID—To usher in its 60th season, the Boise Phil will hold a celebration at 
the Boise Train Depot on Thursday, September 12 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. The evening will feature 
performances by two Boise Phil musicians: Lauren Blackerby on oboe and Drew Ziemba on trumpet.

Although Boise’s symphony is one of the longest-running arts organizations in the United States, 
started in 1885 by German immigrant violinmaker Robert Ballot and known as the Boise Civic 
Symphony, the orchestra was incorporated and officially named the Boise Philharmonic Association in 
1960. The 19-20 season will be a celebration of its 60th Anniversary as the Boise Philharmonic as well of 
a celebration of 135 years of uplifting Idaho communities. 

The Boise Phil reaches beyond the concert hall and into the Treasure Valley and surrounding 
communities with its Education and In Roads programs that annually serve more than 20,000 
students, families, and community members. The organization has built partnerships with local 
correctional institutions, Veterans homes, nursing homes, hospitals, homeless shelters, refugee 
communities, and schools. It has also made an effort to perform in non-traditional venues, such as 
at Treefort Music Fest, Story Story Night, its own Annual Downtown Boise Pub Crawl, and now at a 
community celebration at the Train Depot.

Tickets for the Celebration are available now at boisephil.org. Single tickets are $15 in advance or $20 
at the door. Or, for a donation of $60, one can gain free admission, a free metal Anniversary tumbler, 
and entry into a drawing for 2 free tickets to see Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back with live orchestra 
on October 5, 2019.

The Train Depot was chosen as the location of the celebration as a nod to the Boise Phil’s newly 
commissioned piece, TRANSCEND, written by Grammy-nominated composer Zhou Tian. As a Chinese-
born composer who immigrated to this country, was educated at the nation’s top music schools, and 
now serves at one of its finest institutions, Tian was moved to create this new work to tell a musical 
story, to celebrate human perseverance, and to pay tribute to his own cultural heritage. TRANSCEND 
was co-commissioned in collaboration with 12 other symphonies, the Boise premiere of which will take 
place on October 18 and 19, 2019.

Music Director Eric Garcia will conduct over 11 different programs throughout the 2019|20 season, in 
a musical spectrum that ranges from Mozart to Beethoven to Mahler. Other season highlights include 
feature-length film Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back shown on a giant movie screen while the 
orchestra performs the soundtrack in real-time, and Disney in Concert: Tale as Old as Time, featuring 
some of Disney’s most treasured musical moments from movies such as Frozen, The Lion King, and 



Tangled.

Please visit www.boisephil.org for more information.
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